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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Sir 

1|he Statement of Reasons for Allowance includes some statements that may be viewed as 
simplification of the examination issues, and if taken out of context, could give rise to an 
interpretation of the claims as well as the file history. For these reasons, Applicant 
prcfvidesjjthe following comments. 

Applicant asserts that there are multiple grounds supporting allowance of the 
preftjentlij; pending claims, including grounds in addition to those stated in the Statement of 

Allowance. Accordingly, it should not be assumed that Applicant agrees with the 
of the characterizations of the cited references and the claim elements in the Statement 
for Allowance. 

Sfecond, in accordance with 35 U.S.C. Section 282: "Each claim of a patent (whether in 
indjbpenc bnt, dependent, or multiple dependent form) shall be presumed valid independently of 
valid ty of other claims; dependent or multiple dependent claims shall be presumed valid 
though dependent upon an invalid claim." Thus, any dependent claims that are not 

by the Statement of Reasons for Allowance should not rise or fall, when construed in 
tenjhs of Validity, with their respective independent claims, but instead should be construed 
ind|penc£ntly of their respective independent claims. 
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|hird ? the scope and validity of each claim (whether in independent, dependent, or 
miitiple dependent form) should be determined based upon the entire combination of 
ele nenfc j/features/steps in each claim, as opposed to only the particular feature or features 
po: nted {but by the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Charles W. Griggers, Reg. No. 47,283 

Attorney for Applicant 
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& RlSLEY, L.L.P. 

100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1750 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339-5948 
Telephone: (770)933-9500 
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